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aaré or. hunanity on the part of the authorities of the jail, butiy,
deficiency in their authority, or means to obviate }heu‘evﬂs com.
Dlained of and-which can-be remedied only by legislative provis. §
ion. As this.subject involves the particular interest of the Pepi.
tentiary, as well as the cause of humanity, the Directors feel jus.
tified in recommending it to your Excellency, to present it to the
consideration of the Legislature. . '

- Religious services at the Penitentiary, continue to be perflormed
on the Sabbath, with the same regularity and devoted zeal, on the |
part of the Reverend Clergy of Baltimore, chiefly of-the Method.
ist Bpiscopal Chureh, as have hitherto marked their voluntary
laliors; and the occasional visiis and ministrations of several of the
Clergy of different denominations, durinz the week, have bew
rendered zs lieretofore. The Sunday Sehool is also continued
with the same charitable zeal and -untiring punctuality. There s
reason to believe that these pious and bencvolent services have
been attended generally, and in some instances particularly, with
beneficial results, and largely contribute Lo the general efficaey
of the Penilentiary system o S -
. Your Excellency mustbe aware, that a clamor has been exeited
against the convicet labor of the Penitentiary, on the ground that it
canflicts with the mechanics of Baltimore. With a consideratere-
- gatd:to the interests of that respectable -class of cur eitizens, the
Legislature has authoriséd full enquiry to be made into the "sub-
ject of that complaint, and much testimony has been elieited.

"It is not-for the Directors to- anticipate, in any respect, the re-
port of the honorable joint committee of the Legislature upon e
subjects of their investigation, but we cannot doubt that it WEH be
entirely propér, upon the present oceasion, and perhaps it will be
expected; that the Directors should express their opinion upon 2
matter of so much importance to the interests of the institution un-
der their superintendance— which is, that the labors of the Penl-
tentiary do not injuriously conflict with the mechanics of Baltimore
or of the State at large; but that the former are materially benefit-
ted by the location of the Penitentiary in the city of Baltimore.
The reasons of this opinion, the Directors have set forth in answer
to an interrogat wy propounded to them, by the committee of the
Legislature, in the course of ther invesiigations, and to which
answer, contained in a printed shest that accompanies this report
the Diiectors beg leave to refer. : -

_But if the contrary was the fact,and the labors of the Peniten
tiary did actually come into injurious wmpetition with the meehan-
ica-of the State, it is obvious that no ¢rection could be giver ‘tO
convict labor that would not, for the saire reason, confict Wil
some-of the industrious classes of the comaunity. The que_slwg
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This it isnot our province to discuss. But if the present system
bﬁ_zconhr;ued-, with a view to make the labor of the prisoners sup
porct themselves as hitherto, we hope and. trust she Legislatur¢



